
TO SELL WEAPONS 
• Any	  weapon	  that	  is	  possessed,	  used	  or	  sold	  in	  viola4on	  of	  the	  law	  shall	  be	  confiscated	  and	  

declared	  to	  be	  contraband	  by	  a	  court	  of	  record	  exercising	  criminal	  jurisdic3on.	  	  The	  police	  chief	  
or	  sheriff	  may	  pe44on	  the	  court	  for	  disposal	  of	  the	  weapon	  (TCA	  39-‐17-‐1317(a).	  

• The police chief or sheriff is to petition the court for permission to sell the weapons. !
• The weapons are to be sold at public auction not later than six months from the date of 

the court order, and the sale is to be conducted by the sheriff of the county or the chief of 
police of the municipality in which the weapon was seized (TCA 39-17-1317(c)(1)). !

• The proceeds from the sale got into the county or municipal general fund and shall be 
allocated solely for law enforcement purposes (TCA 3917-1317(c)(2)). !

• The sale can be conducted under contract with a licensed firearm dealer, whose 
commission shall not exceed 20% of the gross sales price (TCA 39-17-1317(c)(4) 

 

 
 !
 
 
 

Chief or sheriff petitions court for court 
order to sell weapons

Judge issues court order to sell the 
weapons

Chief or sheriff conducts sale

Chief or sheriff files affidavit of return, 
which shall identify the weapon, serial #, and 
time and date of sale.  
Return also shall identify the purchaser, 
purchaser’s address, and price paid for 
weapon. (TCA 39-17-1317(f)(2) and (3).

Proceeds from the sale go to the city or 
county general fund for law enforcement 
purposes

The court order to sell the 
weapons is to be obtained not 
less than 60 days nor more 
than 180 days after the last 
legal proceeding involving the 
weapon. TCA 39-17-1317(g)
(1) !
The sale is to be conducted not 
later than six (6) months from 
the date of the court order. 
TCA 29-17-1317(c)(1)



!
STATE OF TENNESSEE     NO.                                     !
 VS       IN THE CRIMINAL COURT !
CONTRABAND WEAPONS TO    FOR                            COUNTY, 
BE SOLD        TENNESSEE !
 PETITION FOR SALE OF FIREARMS 

!
  Comes now the Sheriff of                                                County Tennessee,                                                              

and petitions the court to declare a total of                     (       ) firearms listed in the attached 

memorandum be declared contraband and ordered sold as provided for in TCA 39-17-1317(b).   

Such sale shall take place within six months from the issuance of this order, as per TCA 

39-17-1317 (c) (1). 

!
 The firearms have been selected from those confiscated by the ___________________                                 

Sheriff Office.  The firearms were all possessed, used or sold in violation of the law and are no 

longer required for evidentiary purposes. 

!
!
 Requested this the            day of                                       , 20       . 

!
      _______________________________  
                           
                 (Signature) !!
      _______________________________  
                                                                          
       (Name) !!
      __________________ County Sheriff                                                     !!!



_______________ Sheriff’s Office    (Memorandum # ____________)
 INVENTORY LOG FOR  FIREARMS

Item Description (type, make and model) Serial # Complaint or Case 
Number

Property Number Disposition of Case



!!!!
STATE OF TENNESSEE     NO.                                     !
 VS       IN THE CRIMINAL COURT !
CONTRABAND WEAPONS TO    FOR                            COUNTY, 
BE SOLD        TENNESSEE !
     ORDER 

!
 This matter came to be heard upon petition filed by ________________________, 

Sheriff of                                                County Tennessee.   This Court hereby orders that the                    

(         ) firearms listed in the attached memorandum are declared contraband and are to be sold as 

provided for in TCA 39-17-1317(b).  Such sale shall take place within six months from the 

issuance of this order, as per TCA 39-17-1317(c)(1). 

!
Upon completion of the sale of these firearms, the petitioner will file an affidavit with this court: 

(1)  The affidavit shall be filed within thirty (30) days after the sale; !
(2) The affidavit shall identify the weapon, including any serial number, and shall state the 

time, date and circumstances of the sale; and  !
(3) The affidavit shall list the name and address of the purchaser and the price paid for the 

weapon. !
!
 Entered this the            day of                                , 20        . 

!
                                                                             

    Judge of                                              Court, !
                                                              County !



 AFFIDAVIT 

!
!
TO: CRIMINAL COURT,                                             COUNTY 

FROM:  Sheriff                                                  , _______________County S.O.                                   

RE: Sale of Firearms per Court Order #                        . 

!
 This is to advise the court that I supervised the sale of                firearms as instructed by 

the court at                                                                        .  (location) 

       

Each firearm is listed with the serial number and purchaser on the attached inventory list. 

!!
 The sale took place on                           at                o’clock and was witnessed by the 

following persons: 

!
                                                          ,                                      (title) 

                                                          ,                                      (title) 

                                                          ,                                      (title) 

                                                          ,                                      (title) 

!
                                                                

___________________________________ AFFIANT !
Sworn to and subscribed before me this            Day of                      20    . !!!
                                                                                                                               
                                                                               NOTARY PUBLIC !
My commission expires on the            day of                    , 20        . !



INVENTORY OF FIREARMS SOLD BY THE __________________________SHERIFF’S 
Office, pursuant to Court Order # _____________.       Page ___ of ___ . !

!

!

!

FIREARM

Make !!
Type (Revolver, semi-auto, 
rifle, shotgun, etc)

Model Serial Number

PURCHASER

Name Address  !!!
Purchase price

FIREARM

Make !!
Type (Revolver, semi-auto, 
rifle, shotgun, etc)

Model Serial Number

PURCHASER

Name Address  !!!
Purchase price

FIREARM

Make !!
Type (Revolver, semi-auto, 
rifle, shotgun, etc)

Model Serial Number

PURCHASER

Name Address  !!!
Purchase price

FIREARM

Make !!
Type (Revolver, semi-auto, 
rifle, shotgun, etc)

Model Serial Number

PURCHASER

Name Address  !!!
Purchase price


