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Massage Establishments
Dear Reader:

The following document was created from the CTAS website (ctas.tennessee.edu). This website is
maintained by CTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues relative to
Tennessee county government.

We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with county government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and other
relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon the
contents of this document.

Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
CTAS website material.

Sincerely,

The University of Tennessee
County Technical Assistance Service
226 Anne Dallas Dudley Boulevard, Suite 400
Nashville, Tennessee 37219
615.532.3555 phone
615.532.3699 fax
www.ctas.tennessee.edu
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Massage Establishments
Private Acts of 1978 Chapter 202
SECTION 1. As used in this act, unless the context otherwise requires:

(a) “Massage” means the art of body massage, by hand or with a mechanical or vibratory device, for the
purpose of massaging, reducing, or contouring the body, and may include the use of oil rubs, heat lamps,
salt gloves, hot and cold packs, tub, shower or cabinet baths. The procedures involved include, but are not
limited to, touching, stroking, kneading, friction, vibration, percussion and medical gymnastics.
(b) “Massage establishment” means a business where in the practice of massage, as defined in subsection
(a) is practiced.

SECTION 2. A massage establishment shall be physically located and operated inside a building with
permanent walls and roof which is permanently affixed to the ground and shall be a distance of greater
than one-half (½) mile from all of the following:

(a) the place of location and operation of any regulated business;
(b) the nearest boundary line of any property upon which is located any educational institution or school;
(c) any terminal of a public carrier which transports passengers;
(d) any building used as a place of worship by an organized congregation;
(e) the nearest boundary line of any property upon which is located any single or twofamily dwelling
house in use as a place of residence.
(f) any property used for the production of food or raising of livestock;
(g) and any hotels, motels, inns, boarding houses or places of public lodging.

SECTION 3. For any massage establishment in existence to the passage of this act, the establishment
shall have a period of six (6) months from the effective date of this act to come into compliance with the
provisions of this act.

SECTION 4. This act shall have no effect unless it is approved by a two-thirds (⅔) vote of the Quarterly
County Court of Sullivan County before September 1, 1978. Its approval or nonapproval shall be
proclaimed by the presiding officer of the Quarterly County Court and certified by him to the Secretary of
State.

SECTION 5. For the purpose of approving or rejecting the provisions of this act, it shall be effective upon
becoming a law, the public welfare requiring it. For all other purposes, it shall become effective upon being
approved as provided in Section 4.
Passed: March 6, 1978.
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