
May 19, 2024

County Attorney
Dear Reader:

The following document was created from the CTAS website (ctas.tennessee.edu). This website is
maintained by CTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues relative to
Tennessee county government.

We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with county government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and other
relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon the
contents of this document.

Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
CTAS website material.

Sincerely,

The University of Tennessee
County Technical Assistance Service
226 Anne Dallas Dudley Boulevard, Suite 400
Nashville, Tennessee 37219
615.532.3555 phone
615.532.3699 fax
www.ctas.tennessee.edu
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County Attorney
Private Acts of 1967-68 Chapter 353
SECTION 1. At the end of the term of the county attorney holding such office upon the effective date of
this act or in the event of a vacancy in the office of county attorney, whichever occurs first, the office of
county attorney in Chester County is abolished. Thereafter, the county attorney shall be an employee of
Chester County who shall be appointed by the county executive. Each such appointment shall be subject
to confirmation by the county legislative body. The county attorney shall receive a salary, to be set
annually by resolution of the county legislative body acting prior to the adoption of the county’s annual
budget.
SECTION 2. The county attorney must be a licensed attorney in the State of Tennessee and must be
admitted to practice before the Supreme Court of Tennessee.

SECTION 3. It shall be the duty of the county attorney to transact all legal business of the county; to
advise the county executive, county legislative body and other county officers of Chester County
respecting their official duties and legal matters affecting their offices; and to prepare appropriate
resolutions, when requested, for adoption by the county legislative body.

SECTION 4. The county attorney shall represent Chester County in litigation unless prevented from doing
so because of a conflict of interest or other valid reason; however, the county attorney’s annual salary
shall not constitute compensation for representing the county in such litigation. In addition to the annual
salary, the county attorney shall be entitled to compensation for litigation and other special services not
noted above as part of the regular duties of the county attorney at an hourly rate established by
resolution of the county legislative body together with reasonable expenses. If the county attorney cannot
represent Chester County because of a conflict of interest or other valid reason, or if due to the complexity
or volume of county litigation, one (1) or more additional attorneys are required, then the county
executive is empowered to retain such additional attorney or attorneys as needed, subject to any funds
necessary for this purpose being appropriated by the county legislative body. The county attorney may
serve as delinquent tax attorney only if appointed to such position in accordance with the general law.

SECTION 5. The county attorney may engage in the private practice of law so long as his or her duties
as county attorney are not impaired by such practice.
As amended by: Private Acts of 2002, Chapter 123
SECTION 6. This Act shall have no effect unless the same shall have been approved by two thirds (2/3)
vote of the Quarterly County Court of Chester County on or before the next regular meeting of such
Quarterly County Court occurring more than thirty (30) days after its approval by the Chief Executive of
this State. Its approval or non-approval shall be proclaimed by the presiding officer of the Quarterly
County Court to be certified by him to the Secretary of State.

SECTION 7. For the purpose of approving or rejecting the provisions of this Act, as provided in Section
six (6), it shall be effective upon becoming a law. For all other purposes, it shall become effective upon
being approved as provided in Section six (6).

Passed: March 11, 1968.
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