
May 16, 2024

Article XI, Section 9: Limitation on Power
Over Local Affairs
Dear Reader:

The following document was created from the CTAS website (ctas.tennessee.edu). This website is
maintained by CTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues relative to
Tennessee county government.

We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with county government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and other
relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon the
contents of this document.

Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
CTAS website material.

Sincerely,

The University of Tennessee
County Technical Assistance Service
226 Anne Dallas Dudley Boulevard, Suite 400
Nashville, Tennessee 37219
615.532.3555 phone
615.532.3699 fax
www.ctas.tennessee.edu
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Article XI, Section 9: Limitation on Power Over Local Affairs
Reference Number: CTAS-6
The General Assembly has no power to pass a special, local, or private act that would remove an
incumbent from any municipal or county office, change the term of office, or alter the salary of the office
until the end of the current term. Any act of the General Assembly that is private or local in form or effect,
applicable to a particular county, must require within the terms of the act either approval by a two-thirds
vote of the county legislative body or approval by the people of the county in a referendum.

Article XI, Section 9, also provides for optional consolidation of municipal and county government. Such a
consolidation must be approved by vote of those residents within the municipality as well as those who
reside in the county outside the municipal corporation to be consolidated with the county government.
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