
May 18, 2024

Air Pollution Control
Dear Reader:

The following document was created from the CTAS website (ctas.tennessee.edu). This website is
maintained by CTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues relative to
Tennessee county government.

We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with county government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and other
relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon the
contents of this document.

Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
CTAS website material.

Sincerely,

The University of Tennessee
County Technical Assistance Service
226 Anne Dallas Dudley Boulevard, Suite 400
Nashville, Tennessee 37219
615.532.3555 phone
615.532.3699 fax
www.ctas.tennessee.edu
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Air Pollution Control
Reference Number: CTAS-561
Under the federal Clean Air Act, 42 U.S.C. § 7401 et seq., and the Tennessee Air Pollution Control Act,
T.C.A. § 68-201-101, et seq., certain counties may be required by the Tennessee Air Pollution Control
Board to implement a motor vehicle inspection and maintenance program in order to attain or maintain
compliance with national ambient air standards if

(a) the county has been designated by the United States Environmental Protection Agency as a
nonattainment county and has more than 50,000 registered vehicles, or

(b) is a former nonattainment county with more than 50,000 registered vehicles that is under a
maintenance plan designed to continue to meet the national ambient air standards, or

(c) the county contributes significantly to nonattainment in another county and has more than
60,000 registered motor vehicles.

The Air Pollution Control Board may issue waivers consistent with federal and state law. Also, such a
program may exist in counties for which the county legislative body has adopted a resolution that
establishes an inspection and maintenance program consistent with the programs required by the state.
All counties implementing a vehicle inspection and maintenance program may only charge fees that are

directly related to the county's cost of establishing and maintaining the program. Such programs must
follow rules established by the Tennessee Air Pollution Control Board. Inspections will occur annually in
conjunction with vehicle registration renewal. 2004 Public Chapter 926; T.C.A. §§ 55-4-128, 55-4-130.
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