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Special School Districts
Dear Reader:

The following document was created from the CTAS website (ctas.tennessee.edu). This website is
maintained by CTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues relative to
Tennessee county government.

We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with county government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and other
relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon the
contents of this document.

Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
CTAS website material.

Sincerely,

The University of Tennessee
County Technical Assistance Service
226 Anne Dallas Dudley Boulevard, Suite 400
Nashville, Tennessee 37219
615.532.3555 phone
615.532.3699 fax
www.ctas.tennessee.edu
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Special School Districts
Reference Number: CTAS-1572
Notwithstanding the provisions of the general law or a private act to the contrary which creates a special
school district, upon a general reappraisal of property as determined by the State Board of Equalization,
the tax rate as established in any general law or private act must be adjusted to provide the same ad
valorem revenue for the special school district as was levied during the previous year prior to the general
reappraisal. The county assessor of property must certify to the appropriate county trustee the total
assessed value of taxable property within the jurisdiction of the special school district. The assessor must
also furnish the county trustee an estimate of the total assessed value of all new construction and
improvements not included on the previous assessment roll and the assessed value of deletions from the

previous assessment roll.1

In the event of a general reappraisal as determined by the State Board of Equalization, the county trustee
must determine and certify the adjusted tax rate exclusive of such new construction, improvements and
deletions. For the purpose of calculating the adjusted rate, the county trustee must use the taxable value
appearing on the roll exclusive of taxable value of properties appearing for the first time on the
assessment roll. The procedure or formula for calculating the certified adjusted tax rate must be in
accordance with policies as established by the state board of equalization pursuant to T.C.A. §
67-5-1701(b). A levy of tax found to be based on an erroneous calculation may be revised prior to tax
billing on certification of a revised calculation by the state board of equalization accepted by act or
resolution of the board of education of the special school district without further notice. If the error is
certified after tax billing, the revised rate shall take effect as of the next general ad valorem levy for the

special school district.2

The county trustee must certify the adjusted tax rate to the school board of the special school district
within a reasonable time following the general reappraisal, and in addition, must post the adjusted tax
rate at each school within the special school district, at the appropriate courthouse, and at one other

public building within the appropriate county.3 If additional revenue is required in a special school district
following the general reappraisal and the adjustment to the tax rate, the General Assembly must by
general law or private act set the tax rate for the special school district at a level to generate the ad
valorem revenue necessary for the special school district. Before the board of education of the special
school district requests legislation to exceed the certified rate, it shall first publish notice of its intent to

exceed the certified rate in the manner required of cities and counties pursuant to 67-5-1702.4

1T.C.A. § 67-5-1704(a)(1) - (3).
2T.C.A. § 67-5-1704(a)(4) - (6).
3T.C.A. § 67-5-1704(b).
4T.C.A. § 67-5-1704(c).
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