
May 19, 2024

Special Deputies
Dear Reader:

The following document was created from the CTAS website (ctas.tennessee.edu). This website is
maintained by CTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues relative to
Tennessee county government.

We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with county government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and other
relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon the
contents of this document.

Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
CTAS website material.

Sincerely,

The University of Tennessee
County Technical Assistance Service
226 Anne Dallas Dudley Boulevard, Suite 400
Nashville, Tennessee 37219
615.532.3555 phone
615.532.3699 fax
www.ctas.tennessee.edu
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Special Deputies
Reference Number: CTAS-1294
Special Deputies - Appointment Under T.C.A. § 8-8-212

On urgent occasions, or when required for particular purposes, the sheriff may appoint as many special
deputies as the sheriff deems proper. T.C.A. § 8-8-212(a). No person may serve as a special deputy
under this statute unless that person proves to the appointing sheriff financial responsibility as evidenced
by a corporate surety bond in no less amount than $50,000 or by a liability insurance policy of the
employer in no less amount than $50,000. T.C.A. § 8-8-303(c).

Special Deputies - Emergency Appointment Under T.C.A. § 8-22-110

In case of great emergencies, such as in the case of a strike, riot, putting down a mob, or other like
emergencies, when there is an immediate need for the sheriff to appoint an additional number of deputies
to deal efficiently with the situation and to preserve order, the sheriff is authorized to make emergency
appointments of special deputies without making application to the court. These special deputies may
serve during the term of the emergency only. Once the emergency is over, the sheriff is required to make
an itemized statement showing the services of the deputies and the time during which the special deputies
served. The itemized statement must be presented to the county mayor for auditing and allowance. The
mayor is required to authorize payment of the claims once the mayor is satisfied with the justness of the
claims provided that no special deputy appointed by the sheriff may receive more than $4 per day for
services actually performed. T.C.A. § 8-22-110(b).
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