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Court System - Historical Notes
Dear Reader:

The following document was created from the CTAS website (ctas.tennessee.edu). This website is
maintained by CTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues relative to
Tennessee county government.

We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with county government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and other
relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon the
contents of this document.

Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
CTAS website material.
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County Technical Assistance Service
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615.532.3555 phone
615.532.3699 fax
www.ctas.tennessee.edu

CTAS - Court System - Historical Notes

Page 1 of 6



Court System - Historical Notes ................................................................ . 3

Table of Contents

Page 2 of 6



Court System - Historical Notes
Board of Jury Commissioners - Jurors

The following acts once affected jurors or boards of jury commissioners in Grainger County, but are no
longer operative. Also referenced below is an act which repealed prior law without providing new
substantive provisions.

1. Acts of 1796 (1st Sess.), Chapter 28, placed the new county of Grainger in the Hamilton District
and set the number of jurors required to be sent to the superior courts of law and equity of
Hamilton District.

2. Acts of 1797, Chapter 7, apportioned the number of jurors each county of those comprising the
Hamilton District should return to the superior courts of law and equity of said district. Grainger
was required to return five.

3. Acts of 1798, Chapter 21, increased the number of jurors Grainger County was required to furnish
the superior courts of law and equity of Hamilton District to seven.

4. Acts of 1801, Chapter 59, apportioned the number of jurors required of each county for the
superior courts of law and equity of Hamilton District. Grainger County was required to send
four. This act was repealed by Private Acts of 1978, Chapter 163.

5. Private Acts of 1923, Chapter 298, created a board of jury commissioners for Grainger County.

6. Private Acts of 1955, Chapter 374, set the pay of the members of the board of jury commissioners
in Grainger County to $6.00 per day.

Chancery Court

The following acts form an outline of the development of equity jurisdiction in Grainger County, although
they no longer have the force of law since they have either been superseded by general law, repealed, or
failed to receive local ratification.

1. Public Acts of 1824, Chapter 14, provided that the supreme court hold chancery court for the
counties of Sullivan, Hawkins, Grainger and Claiborne.

2. Public Acts of 1835-36, Chapter 4, established chancery courts in the state. The counties of
Grainger, Claiborne and Campbell composed the fourth chancery district and held court at
Tazewell on the fourth Mondays of February and September.

3. Acts of 1837-38, Chapter 116, changed the times of holding chancery court in the state. The
chancery court of Grainger County was set to the first Mondays of June and December.

4. Acts of 1847-48, Chapter 97, provided that Grainger County would compose a chancery district
and that the court would be held at Rutledge on the first Mondays of May and November of each
year. This act was subsequently amended by Acts of 1847-48, Chapter 220, to provide that court
would be held on the third Monday in June and December.

5. Public Acts of 1857-58, Chapter 88, prescribed the times and places of holding chancery court in
the state. The Grainger County Chancery Court was set to the third Mondays of June and
December at Rutledge.

6. Public Acts of 1865-66, Chapter 41, set the time for holding chancery court in Grainger County on
the third Mondays of April and October.

7. Public Acts of 1870, Chapter 32, divided the state into chancery districts. The first chancery
district was composed of the counties of Grainger, Johnson, Carter, Washington, Sullivan,
Hawkins, Greene, Hancock, Claiborne, Jefferson, Cocke, Powell and Hamblen.

8. Public Acts of 1870, Chapter 47, fixed the time for holding the chancery courts of the state. The
chancery court of Grainger County was set for the third Mondays of April and October.

9. Acts of 1885 (Ex. Sess.), Chapter 20, divided the state into chancery division. The first chancery
division was composed of the counties of Grainger, Johnson, Carter, Washington, Sullivan,
Hawkins, Greene, Hancock, Claiborne, Jefferson, Cocke, Hamblen and Unicoi. The Grainger
County Chancery Court was set for the third Mondays in April and October.

10. Public Acts of 1891, Chapter 165, amended Acts of 1885 (Ex. Sess.), Chapter 20, by changing the
times of holding the chancery court in the first chancery division. The chancery court of Grainger
County was changed to the first Monday in May and November.

11. Public Acts of 1893, Chapter 100, provided for the creation of a new chancery division to be
composed of Sullivan, Hawkins, Hamblen, Grainger, Claiborne, and Hancock counties. The time
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for holding said court was set to the fourth Monday and November for Grainger County.

12. Public Acts of 1895, Chapter 14, changed the time for holding chancery court in Grainger County
to the second Monday in March and September.

13. Public Acts of 1899, Chapter 427, divided the state into chancery divisions and set the time for
holding the same. The chancery court of Grainger County was placed in the first chancery division
and was held on the third Monday in May and November.

14. Private Acts of 1901, Chapter 438, amended Public Acts of 1899, Chapter 427 by placing Grainger
County in the second chancery division and changing the times of holding said court to the second
Mondays in April and October.

15. Private Acts of 1919, Chapter 342, changed the time for holding chancery court in Grainger
County to the third Mondays in February and August.

16. Public Acts of 1919, Chapter 100, created the thirteenth chancery division which was composed of
the counties of Grainger, Blount, Cocke, Hamblen, Jefferson, Sevier and Union. The time of
holding the chancery court of Grainger County was set for the third Monday in January and July.

17. Public Acts of 1920, Chapter 5, created the thirteenth chancery division composed of the counties
of Blount, Cocke, Grainger, Hamblen, Jefferson, Sevier and Union and fixed the time for holding
chancery court to the third Monday of January and July for Grainger County.

18. Public Acts of 1931 (2nd Ex. Sess.), Chapter 38, divided the state into chancery divisions.
Grainger County was placed in the thirteenth chancery division in which the chancery court was
set for the fourth Mondays in May and November.

19. Public Acts of 1935, Chapter 148, provided that the chancery court of Grainger County be held by
the judge of the second judicial circuit, times of which were held on the second Mondays of May
and November.

20. Public Acts of 1963, Chapter 371, created the fifteenth chancery division which was composed of
the counties of Greene, Hamblen, Union and Grainger. The chancery court of Grainger County
was held on the fourth Monday in May and November.

Chancery Court - Clerk and Master

The reference list below contains acts which once applied to the clerk and master in Grainger County.

1. Acts of 1909, Chapter 226, set the compensation of the chancery court clerk and master of
Grainger County at a minimum of five hundred dollars per annum.

2. Private Acts of 1913, Chapter 17, revised the minimum compensation of the chancery court clerk
and master of Grainger County to seven hundred and fifty dollars per annum.

Circuit Court

The following acts were once applicable to the circuit court of Grainger County but now have no effect,
having been repealed, superseded, or having failed to win local approval.

1. Acts of 1809 (1st Sess.), Chapter 49, divided the state into five judicial circuits, placed Grainger
County in the first circuit and gave the circuit court jurisdiction in all matters and causes at
common law and in equity.

2. Public Acts of 1835-36, Chapter 5, established circuit courts throughout the state. The first
judicial circuit was composed of the counties of Grainger, Greene, Washington, Carter, Johnson,
Sullivan, Hawkins and Claiborne. The circuit court of Grainger County was held on the third
Monday of April, August and December.

3. Acts of 1837-38, Chapter 3, amended Public Acts of 1835-36, Chapter 5. The circuit court of
Grainger County became part of the twelfth circuit along with the counties of Cocke, Sevier,
Jefferson, Grainger, Claiborne and Campbell.

4. Acts of 1837-38, Chapter 116, changed the time of holding circuit courts of the state. The circuit
court of Grainger County was set to the fourth Mondays of April, August and December.

5. Public Acts of 1857-58, Chapter 98, prescribed the times of holding the circuit courts of the state.
The Grainger County Circuit Court was set for the fourth Mondays of April, August and December.

6. Public Acts of 1870, Chapter 31, laid the state off into judicial circuits. The second circuit was
composed of the counties of Grainger, Cocke, Jefferson, Union, Sevier, Scott, Campbell, Claiborne
and Hamblen.

7. Public Acts of 1870, Chapter 46, fixed the time for holding the circuit courts of the state. The
circuit court for Grainger County was set for the fourth Mondays in April, August and December.
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8. Acts of 1885 (Ex. Sess.), Chapter 20, divided the state into judicial circuits. The second judicial
circuit was composed of the counties of Grainger, Campbell, Claiborne, Union, Hamblen, Jefferson,
Cocke, Anderson and Sevier. The time for holding the circuit court of Grainger County was set for
the fourth Mondays in April, August and December.

9. Public Acts of 1889, Chapter 117, changed the time of holding circuit court in Grainger County to
the first Mondays of April, August and December.

10. Public Acts of 1899, Chapter 427, divided the state into judicial circuits. Grainger County was
placed in the second judicial circuit along with Jefferson, Sevier, Hamblen, Cocke, Morgan, Scott,
Campbell, Anderson, Union and Fentress. The circuit court for Grainger County was set for the
first Monday in February, June and October.

11. Acts of 1903, Chapter 227, set the times for holding circuit courts in the second judicial circuit;
Grainger County's times for holding circuit court remained the same as set in Public Acts of 1889,
Chapter 117.

12. Acts of 1905, Chapter 477, reset the times for holding courts in the second judicial circuit;
Grainger County times remained the same as set in Public Acts of 1889, Chapter 117.

13. Acts of 1907, Chapter 205, reset the times for holding courts in the second judicial circuit;
Grainger County times remained the same as set in Public Acts of 1889, Chapter 117.

14. Public Acts of 1931 (2nd Ex. Sess.), Chapter 38, divided the state into judicial circuits. Grainger
County was placed in the second judicial circuit in which the time for holding the circuit court was
set for the first Monday in April, August and December.

15. Public Acts of 1951, Chapter 17, fixed the time of holding the circuit court of the second judicial
circuit. The circuit court of Grainger County was set for the third Mondays in April, August and
December.

16. Public Acts of 1955, Chapter 19, fixed the time of holding the circuit court of the second judicial
circuit. The circuit court of Grainger County was set for the third Monday in April, August and
December.

17. Public Acts of 1959, Chapter 99, fixed the time of holding the circuit court of the second judicial
circuit. The circuit court of Grainger County was set for the third Monday in April, August and
December.

Circuit Court - Clerk

The following act has no current effect, but once applied to the Grainger County Circuit Court Clerk. It
was repealed, superseded, or never received local approval.

1. Private Acts of 1939, Chapter 482, set the compensation of the circuit court clerk at $1,000 per
annum.

Criminal Court

The following acts once pertained to the Grainger County Criminal Court, but are no longer current law.

1. Public Acts of 1867-68, Chapter 49, repealed the above act as to Jefferson, Cocke, Grainger and
Claiborne counties.

2. Public Acts of 1867-68, Chapter 90, created a judicial criminal district composed of Johnson,
Carter, Washington, Sullivan, Hawkins, Hancock, Greene, Cocke, Jefferson, Grainger and
Claiborne counties.

3. Acts of 1885 (Ex. Sess.), Chapter 20, set the time for holding the Grainger County Criminal Court
to the fourth Mondays in April, August and December.

4. Public Acts of 1899, Chapter 427, set the time for holding the criminal court in Grainger County to
the first Monday in February, June and October.

5. Private Acts of 1939, Chapter 482, set the compensation of the criminal court clerk at $1,000 per
annum.

District Attorney General - Assistants and Criminal Investigators

The following acts once affecting Grainger County are no longer in effect but are listed here for historical
purposes.

1. Acts of 1817, Chapter 65, established solicitorial districts throughout the state. The counties of
Hawkins, Grainger, Claiborne and Campbell composed the second solicitorial district.

2. Public Acts of 1931, Chapter 64, created the office of assistant attorney general in Grainger
County, which at the time was in the second judicial circuit.
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3. Public Acts of 1975, Chapter 253, created the office of one additional assistant district attorneys
general for Grainger County, which at the time was in the second judicial circuit.

4. Public Acts of 1977, Chapter 377, created the office of full time assistant district attorney general
for Grainger County, which at the time was in the second judicial circuit.
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