
April 28, 2024

Chapter VIII - Health
Dear Reader:

The following document was created from the CTAS website (ctas.tennessee.edu). This website is
maintained by CTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues relative to
Tennessee county government.

We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with county government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and other
relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon the
contents of this document.

Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
CTAS website material.

Sincerely,

The University of Tennessee
County Technical Assistance Service
226 Anne Dallas Dudley Boulevard, Suite 400
Nashville, Tennessee 37219
615.532.3555 phone
615.532.3699 fax
www.ctas.tennessee.edu
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Chapter VIII - Health
Respite Care Program
Public Acts of 1996 Chapter 803
COMPILER'S NOTE: The following act is a public act of special application and is not codified in
Tennessee Code Annotated.

SECTION 1. There is created a program to provide respite care to caregivers who are responsible for
caring for ill or disabled persons. The county office on aging shall be responsible for administering the
provisions of such program. The county office on aging shall establish criteria for participation in such
program and shall contract with public and private entities as necessary to provide program services.
Such office shall seek to maximize federal, state, local and private funds available for such services. It is
the intention of such program to allow persons to stay home in a home environment whenever possible
and to assist caregivers in such a manner as to allow such persons to remain in their home rather than
requiring such person to move to an assisted care facility or nursing home. In order for such caregivers to
provide such assistance, respite care services must be available.

SECTION 2. The provisions of this act shall only apply in any county having a population of not less than
forty-six thousand (46,000) nor more than forty-six thousand five hundred (46,500) according to the
1990 federal census of population or any subsequent federal census.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect upon becoming a law, the public welfare requiring it.

Passed: April 24, 1996.

Public Acts of 1997 Chapter 381
COMPILER'S NOTE: The following act is a public act of special application and is not codified in
Tennessee Code Annotated.

SECTION 1. There is created a program to provide respite care to caregivers who are responsible for
caring for ill or disabled persons. The county office on aging shall be responsible for administering the
provisions of such program. The county office on aging shall establish criteria for participation in such
program and shall contract with public and private entities as necessary to provide program services.
Such office shall seek to maximize federal, state, local and private funds available for such services. It is
the intention of such program to allow persons to stay in a home environment whenever possible and to
assist caregivers in such a manner as to allow such persons to remain in their home rather than requiring
such persons to move to an assisted care facility or nursing home. In order for such caregivers to provide
such assistance, respite care services must be available.

SECTION 2. The provisions of this act shall not constitute an appropriation of funds and no funds shall be
obligated or expended pursuant to the provisions of this act unless such funds are specifically appropriated
by the General Appropriations Act.

SECTION 3. The provisions of this act shall only apply in any county having a population of not less than
forty-six thousand (46,000) nor more than forty-six thousand five hundred (46,500) according to the
1990 Federal Census or any subsequent Federal Census.

SECTION 4. This act shall take effect upon becoming a law, the public welfare requiring it.

Passed: May 26, 1997.

Public Acts of 1998 Chapter 1029
COMPILER'S NOTE: The following act is a public act of special application and is not codified in
Tennessee Code Annotated.

SECTION 1. The program created by Chapter 803 of the Public Acts of 1996, as amended by Chapter
381 of the Public Acts of 1997, to provide respite care to caregivers who are responsible for caring for ill
or disabled persons is continued. The county office on aging shall be responsible for administering the
provisions of such program. The county office on aging shall establish criteria for participation in such
program and shall contract with public and private entities as necessary to provide program services.
Such office shall seek to maximize federal, state, local and private funds available for such services. It is
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the intention of such program to allow persons to stay in a home environment whenever possible and to
assist caregivers in such a manner as to allow such persons to remain in their home rather than requiring
such persons to move to an assisted care facility or nursing home. In order for such caregivers to provide
such assistance, respite care services must be available.

SECTION 2. The provisions of this act shall not constitute an appropriation of funds and no funds shall be
obligated or expended pursuant to the provisions of this act unless such funds are specifically appropriated
by the General Appropriations Act.

SECTION 3. The provisions of this act shall only apply in any county having a population of not less than
forty-six thousand (46,000) nor more than forty-six thousand five hundred (46,500) according to the
1990 Federal Census or subsequent Federal Census.

SECTION 4. This act shall take effect upon becoming a law, the public welfare requiring it.

Passed: April 29, 1998.

Source URL: https://www.ctas.tennessee.edu/private-acts/chapter-viii-health-60
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