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Animals and Fish - Historical Notes
Dear Reader:

The following document was created from the CTAS website (ctas.tennessee.edu). This website is
maintained by CTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues relative to
Tennessee county government.

We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with county government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and other
relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon the
contents of this document.

Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
CTAS website material.

Sincerely,

The University of Tennessee
County Technical Assistance Service
226 Anne Dallas Dudley Boulevard, Suite 400
Nashville, Tennessee 37219
615.532.3555 phone
615.532.3699 fax
www.ctas.tennessee.edu
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Animals and Fish - Historical Notes
The following is a listing of acts that at one time affected, but no longer appear to have any effect on,
hunting, fishing or animal control in Gibson County. They are included herein for reference purposes.
Also referenced below is an act which repeals prior law without providing new substantive provisions.

1. Public Acts of 1893, Chapter 15, made it unlawful to kill, trap or capture quail or partridges in Gibson
County, except from November I st to March I st of each year, and unlawful to net quail or partridges at
any time of the year.

2. Public Acts of 1893, Chapter 43, prohibited the use of fish traps or fish dams across streams in the
counties of Carroll, Gibson, Obion, Weakley and Montgomery.

3. Private Acts of 1897, Chapter 181, made it a misdemeanor to hunt or fish on the enclosed lands of
another without the written permission of the landowner or his agent.

4. Private Acts of 1897, Chapter 240, made it unlawful to catch fish in Gibson County from April 1st to
June 1st of each year, and prohibited fishing by poison, dynamite or wing net.

5. Acts of 1909, Chapter 230, was a stock law enacted to prevent horses, mules, cattle, sheep, swine,
goats, geese and ducks from running at large in Gibson County. This law gave any persons damaged by
wandering livestock a lien on the livestock as well as the right to pen up the livestock to insure the
payment of damages.

6. Private Acts of 1915, Chapter 540, prohibited the killing, trapping, catching, or taking in any manner
of quail or partridges for a two-year period in Gibson County, beginning January 1, 1915.

7. Private Acts of 1915, Chapter 614, made it unlawful for any person to take fish from the various
streams and lakes in Gibson County, by "grabbling" or by hand.

8. Private Acts of 1921, Chapter 15, set the open season for quail and partridges from the last Thursday
in November until January 31st of each year.

9. Private Acts of 1921, Chapter 813, exempted Gibson County from the provisions of the general law
regulating the possession and ownership of dogs.

10. Private Acts of 1931, Chapter 66, set a bounty of $1.00 on hawks, to be paid upon presentation by a
hunter to the Gibson County Clerk of a hawk's head and an affidavit of the hunter that he killed it within
Gibson County. This act was repealed by Private Acts of 1933, Chapter 12.

11. Private Acts of 1933, Chapter 160, made it lawful to fish without a license with a hand pole, hook
and line for home consumption.
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